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Subject:  When  the  Electricity  Goes  Off  -  Information  from  home  electrification 

specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agri- 
culture 
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When  you  have  your  electric  washer  filled  with  clothes .. .and  the  machine 
st^ps  running. . .or  your  iron  starts  to  cool  off  right  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
white  shirt  in  the  house... or  the  electric  lights  go  off  when  you're  reading  a 
mystery .. .you're  having  trouble. 

But  that's  not  all... your  electric  circuit  is  probably  having  trouble  too. 
And  the  root  of  the  whole  thing... in  nine  cases  out  of  ten... is  that  you've 
thrown  too  heavy  a  load  on  it  and  a  fuse  has  blown. 

And  what's  a  fuse?    It's  a  safety  device  that's  on  the  job  day  and  night  to 
warn  you  if  something  goes  wrong  with  your  electric  circuit.    It  cor: tains  a  piece 
of  raetal  that  melts  when  there's  trouble.    When  the  metal  melts... or  the  fuse 
"blows"  as  many  people  say... the  current  goes  off .. .usually  before  any  real 
damage  is  done. 

When  a  fuse  blows,  home  electrification  specialists  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  advise  that  you  find  out  first  what  is  wrong... what  caused  the  fuse 
to  blow.    Perhaps  an  electrical  appliance  is  in  need  of  repair,  or  a  cord  or 
plug,  or  even,  in  rare  cases,  the  wiring  system.  ..or,  far  more  likely,  you  are 
just  using  too  much  electricity  from  one  circuit. 

Correct  the  trouble. .. immediately  if  possible .. .but  be  sure  that  all  equip- 
ment is  disconnected  before  you  work  on  it. 

Then,  when  the  cause  of  trouble  is  eliminated. .. install  a  new  fuse.  First 
turn  off  the  current  at  the  main  switch. . .which  is  usually  in  the  fuse  box... 
then  look  at  the  surface  of  the  fuses  to  see  which  one  has  'blown."    The  fuse 
that  has  a  dark  smudge  on  the  surface  is  the  one.    Be  sure  to  replace  it  with 
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another  fuse  of  proper  size. . .don* t  use  one  with  a  higher  rating. 

Don1 1. . .under  any  circumstances ...  try  to  use  any  makeshift  substitute  for 
the  blown-out  fuse.    Such  a  practice  is  dangerous .. .so  dangerous  that  it  might 
cause  fire... or  serious  damage  to  your  electrical  equipment.    Such  a  makeshift 
will  not  cut  off  the  current  when  something  is  wrong.    A  fuse  will.    It  is  your 
protection  against  future  trouble. 

If  you  have  an  automatic  circuit  breaker,  instead  of  fuses  it  will  give 
you  the  same  protection  when  something  is  wrong.    The  big  difference  is  that 
there  are  no  fuses  to  replace.    So  when  a  circuit  breaker  opens,  consider  It  as 
a  warning.    Find  the  trouble,  correct  it,  and  then  close  the  circuit  breaker. 

The  smart  thing  for  any  homemaker  to  do  is  to  find  the  circuit  breaker  or 
fuse  box  in  her  home... now.    Know  where  it  is,  and  if  the  current  goes  off,  you 
can  get  to  the  root  of  the  trouble  more  easily.    If  your  wiring  has  a  fuse  box, 
it  also  pays  to  have  some  extra  fuses  on  hand.    Keep  a  supply  around. .. just  as 
you  do  with  light  bulbs... know  where  your  fuse  box  or  circuit  breaker  it... and 
if  the  current  goee  off  at  your  house,  you'll  be  well  prepared. 
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